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Albo’s pay gafte shifts the contest back to Labor’s turf

Observed

While the
Coalition took
ahitinthe
polls for the
interest rate
rise, Laboris
feeling pretty
confident
about the
impact of
Anthony
Albanese’s
minimum
wage foray.

‘When the Reserve Bank of Australia lifted
interest rates last week, for just the second
time during an clection campaign, the
Coalition consoled itself thatat least the
debatew y on its turf, th

Itreadjusted its ag P
global scourge, and that the domestic
concern should beabout whowas bestto

navigate the choppy waters ahead.
However, two major polls taken in the
aftermath of the rate rise, The Australian
Financial ReviewfIpsos Poll and Newspoll
were far aging. Both showed
11 shifts to Labor. i Yraaity

entrenched lead and causing morale in the
Coalition to sag further.

This week, when Anthony Albanese
blurted out he “absolutely” suj

pported i
increasing the minimum wage tomatchthe
hendllnelnfhﬂonmcofSlpe&ccmllwusa :
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explain what he really meant,
‘While the government felt this played
intoits nnmdve ofAlbansebdngan

Labor
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A good campaign may

- not be enough to undo
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Ultimately, however, while the Coalition

i tooka hitin the polls for the interest rate

i rise, Labor is fecling pretty confident about
: theimpact of Albanese’swages foray. Itis
! notbracing for any adverse impactin the

nextround of polls.

Indeed, with just over a week to go, there's
agrowing sense that voters have made up
their minds and are prepared to look through
the foibles of the opposition leader, such is
lhdrdsimmmmﬂwpdmem!n&r

By any obj
has had a poor campaign. Apart from his
period inisolation, he has much
avcragedagaﬂ'epcrweck.bmmepoushm
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: involvement with a fake dawn service from
i PapuaNew Guineaaspartofhisrolcasa
reguhronbtenmsudcﬂslon

: andworry about the details later. Itisalogic :
¢ not that far removed from Clive Palmer

i Morr d

i By
3 wel.llnthalhchasbemdlsdpllmdmd

d him

mortgage :

itselfwith the observation thatatleast the 3 2 : rates no higher than 3 per cent. hawgawpars!nped.mhasmentﬂbe

conversationhad movedtoitsturf-the - the damage built up :  Thedifferenceis Palmerwillneverhave  : and the China-Solomon Islands deal.

failure of wages to keep pacewith inflation  : : todeliver. But in the end, a good campaign may not

overrecentyears. “Everythingisgoingup  © OVer” three years. i Asonesenior Liberal noted, Albanese’s | beenough toundothe damage builtup over

exceptyourwages” hasbeenitssignature  : : wage rise push would have been of deep the preceding three years.

slogan of the campaign. : : concern tosmall and medium business Morrison still believes things can break
The government, business and ¢ Hedumbed down the whok to but most of them are already in hisway in the final week, as they did for

economists made the point thatawagerise  © oneabout Morrison opposing a wage I ﬂ'ncCoahﬂonsmlumnaMlxborwhidl John Howard in 2004, and that minority

of sucha magnitude would be inflationary, §ﬂm(wuswofﬁnanwc'twowpsofooﬁoc i h gov isat least possible. He feelsup

andwould driveup interestratesandput  :© aday” toa minimum wage camer. g h\itsmnb.mneanymsbomdlcm to 25 per cent of the vote being reflected in

many outof business, thus hurting most : &:stdonhlsownmluﬂancctommino : letalone understand theirworld. the pollsissoft.

those itwas supposed to help. : makinga submission to the Fair Work ¢ Therearealot more workers than bosses. ‘The PM’s personal unpopularity isa major
No one opposes awage rise. The : Commission advocating a 5.1 per cent :  Morrisonalluded to this during the impediment, notjustin terms of the drag on

government’sown submissiontotheFair  © increase, Albanese knows he's talking : Channel Nine debate on Sunday night, the thenaﬁmalvotebullnumltlmpedsus

WorkCummissionswngchcarh'carguts : through his hat. Butit’san clection ¢ one that reflected the reality of the depth of paign in certai

forany tobe the and healso knows he can make ¢ flHecling between the twoleaders and threat, mainly the so-called teal seats.

need the viability of busi In : such thek dge : @ real news. Defi these was supposed tobe the

terms of inflationary impact, however, most éthammpeopledml d dthe Alba had as] hetherall © jobof T Josh Frydenberg, whois

economists agree awage risc of 3.5 per cent
Basmuchascwubelolcmlcdrtghlrnw.

thisas “nonsense” mddnhnlhnlsm
Morr

complexities behind the wage.
All they hear is Albanese wants them to

i havea5. per centwage rise, andd'm’s

1d be paid at least

: theminimumwageof $20.33. It depends if
dtymmnﬂngabusimsornotlmnﬁ

bk

pmxygood.whﬂe" e o

ds, and that’s not so good.

low pdd_"mecoaofe\mydm\gdmthey
buy is going up, but their wages aren't. Scott
Morrison says that that's OK,” he said.

"Il’sfenrmdkmhmgdme. noted one

: Labor strategist, adding that the goal now
¢ wasto put the election result beyond doubt

: youare

whodc-:smgatlnmi:ﬂmmnwag-:
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Icantellyou

quite popular in Sydney. But, as he did this

: week, heisdestined to spend the final week
i ofthe campaign trapped in his seat of

ﬂ'tmoncylsnotcomlngin.'Mu'rismsuld
:  Laborthoughtthatsomechow thiswasthe :

{ Phillip Coorey is The Australian Financial

Review’s political editor.

As tradies deserted ALP, so career women turn Liberal seats teal

Voting lluld\
Female
professionals
lead the
demographic
desertionin
whatused to
be the safest
Coalition
clectorates.

John Bfack

| Allthe pollsat thisstage are pointingtoa

¢ playingin this demographic sandpit fora

: outof home, partneringwith someone from

seat predictions. (It certainly hasn’t been

i winfor Labor, and I think they're correct-at : while, mnhthOymagomnlfound different background, over-egging their picked up by Scott Morrison.)
: thisstage. : myselfin the SA premier to get a mortgage, buying & house, Forcxample ww!you!ry!olinkan
My reading of the polls and their ¢ intelligence unit, even thoughIwasneither  © starting a family, losingan incomeand attitudi vey ap
associated demographic profileshasLabor ¢ an economist nor particularly intelligent. dreading interest rate rises until they could d thep
gaining eight seats from the Coalition The state’s political economy at the time as«xmd;nn—dmlmnc vote of candidates if the don'tknow
(Lindsay and B long in NSW, was based on its history of working-class Soﬂwsoﬂofdcmog'nphkmodcﬂhxgh whothese candidates are.
inSouth A lia, Ba d Braddoni European migration, support for 1, when based on electi Personal voters, by definition, don't
Tasmania, and Swan, Hasluck and Pearce in heavy expenditure on workslmcdthismchmqucmdcﬁnc i popular did: ith their
Western Australia). public rental houslng and high Icvelso( danoy'aphk‘ strategies for the ALP's party. John Alexander in Bennelong, was
This would give the ALP a bare majority union b It me We profiled worth 6 percent to the Liberal party in 2019.
of 77 seats out of the 151 in the House of toaddupalllhecenmsoccupeﬂons senuncveryeampalgnshmlssslodolt. Ashe retires in 2022, the ALP base 2PP vote
tatives. represented by ALP-affiliated unionsina The swinging voter stercotype has not rises magically by 6 per cent, meaning itis
i However, thereareanothereightseats  : changed much in the past 50years and now on my list of seats won for Labor.
: thatare now too close call, but which could I , . k h - h rising interest rates for young home buyers I canvassed this problem with surveys
 be picked up by Labor, including atleasttwo : 1 LINK L evotejort e would be hurting the Liberalsbadlyinthe | lastweek, by contrasting the different
i thatcould gotothe Greens. more popular teal outer suburbs right now. results between Newspoll and Resolve
These are Leichhardt, G 2 Conversdy Labor’s more generous Strategic, where the latter identified
Dickson, Brisbancand Ryanin Queensland, : candidates is afew would pullin candidates.
Reid in NSW, and Casey and Chisholm in otes from young women effectively limited For this and few other headache-i
Victoria. Brisbane and Ryan could also per cent greater than howm-hngﬂuvcchysawcckdmtomc statistical reasons, I think the vote for the
easily bewon by the Greens, given h . ” ginal tax rates more popular teal candidates is a few per
preference flows shown in Newspoll. and current hild i centgreater than shown in Newspoll, and
ThhwouldleawﬂnCdeonMﬂlSSto What has changed since the 1970s is that evmamdlmx@nofd!ﬁcman
66 scats, beforewe factorinwhatcouldbe ¢ male tradies was then the biggest single determine who gets elimi dfirst,and
the loss of four to cight Coalition seatstoteal : given seatand that, as a percentage of the occupation group, and it dominated the hence whowins.
: candidatesin North Sydney, Wentworth, - world'omc wasyour ALP 2PPvote. ALPvoting profile. This ALP profile has And in the business of politics, ing is
! Cowperand Mackellar in NSW, Flinders, § munu.. i ow everything.
i Kooyongand Goldstein in Victoria, and : thisgroup Thed h Our1970s group of h fves has al
i Curtinin Perth. : il'youassunwdthcymtud h disapp d, to be replaced by female John Black has pioneered demographicand
: Anydhcusdonoﬁhepnkrmcedﬁfts : their husbands, that was the Coalitionvote. : professionals, whoare now the largest political profiling in Australia since the early
¢ andthe week For swinging voters, you could take the single occupation group and are the : 1970sandisaformer Labor senator for
i from YouGov, publbhcdlnThcAwm:han. ip tage of couples aged b desertion from the Liberals in Qummiand.Htisa(wﬂwamnd
wluchpmdbcwdprmmrynndmopsny Mhﬂtmﬂu’mburbsandapnsmkasu what used to be the safest Coalition scats. profilii
: ip the 1 roll, That.baslcnlly meamviewo(lhcnumbcnby wmnosmmmmu
i " Thedatalook 1y fromthe | wasyour oter Young ts, 'm not hi found arwww.elaboraze.net.au/category/
; polmo‘vkwofsaneoncwhosbcen : mcnandwomstnnhgammr moving  : beenfullyptchedupbylhkwcd(chwq)oll election-profiles/
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